10	ROMESH  CHUNDER  DUTT
out in the North-West, and eveiy week brought fresh news
about the incidents of the war. A company of British sol-
diers was stationed in Pabna, and occasionally these soldiers
committed ontiagcs in the place which gave lisc to much
complaint. It was a relief to the town when the Mutiny
was over and the soldiers left the place. Before leaving
they had a theatrical performance playing "Macbeth". I
had learnt the story from my father, and I shall never forget
the interest with which I witnessed the theatrical pcifoim-
ance for the first time in my life.11
Of himself in those early boyhood days, Romcsh Dutt
has recorded—
"I did fairly well in Pabna school, and curried away a
prize, but can scarcely say 1 deserved it. For we wcic wild
boys, my elder brother and I, and delighted in play and
mischief the whole day long ! We rejoiced in open-air exer-
cise and often walked from our house to the shore of the
great Padma river and watched with wonder its vast sea-
like expanse, its rapid current, its waves and whirlpools. It
was generally pretty late in the evening before we returned
home, tired with the long walk, but refreshed in body and
mind."
On the 8th May, 1861, Romesh Chunder's father, Isan
Chunder, died. Romesh Chunder and his elder brother,
Jogesh Chunder, were then living in Calcutta, Their mother
had died two years earlier. On their father's death, they
came under the guardianship of their uncle, Soshce Chunder
Dutt. Writing about this, Jogesh Chunder Dutt has
stated:
"On the death of our father, our uncle Babu Shoshce
Chunder Dutt came to live in our house in order to bring
us up. Be too used to sit at night with us and our fa-
vourite study used to be pieces from die works of the Eng-
lish poets. Two very important lessons my brother learnt

